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Introduction 


This Gallus Cantata "Exordium" of just under 10 minutes in duration is the third of ten 
Gallus cantatas by Clive Strutt, all of which are part of an even larger conception called 
Voces Christianae (Christian Voices"). It is a cappella throughout and it seems to be 
entitled Exordium due to the fact that the Latin text introduces the saint (Gallus) as such 
with specific text for him, and so this third cantata can be considered to be like the warp 
laid on the loom before the web manifests itself in seven subsequent cantatas. 


St Gallus, also called Gall, was an Irish monk who was born c. 550. His feast day is the 
16th October. He was educated at Bangor abbey (County Down, Northern Ireland) and 
according to tradition was one of the twelve companions of St Columbanus on a mission 
to the continent of Europe. He parted company from St Columbanus in eastern 
Switzerland. In 612 St Gallus founded a hermitage on the site of the present day city of 
St Gallen and he died c. 645. Following Gallus' death, Charles Martel appointed Othmar 
as the custodian of St Gallus' relics. During the reign of Pepin the Short, in 719, Othmar 
founded an abbey where arts, letters and sciences could flourish. Under Abbot Waldo of 
Reichenau (740—814) the copying of manuscripts was undertaken which in the end 
resulted in a famous library (Stiftsbibliothek), now a world heritage site. Many of these 
monks were from Ireland. At the request of Charlemagne, Pope Adrian I (reigned from 
772.—795) sent expert chanters from Rome and thus propagated Gregorian plainsong . 


This Cantata is in three sections and the text is in Latin. The first piece is an adapted 
hymn (Ecce Dies nobis) for St Gallus with a text by St Paulinus (c. 354—431). This saint 
was a bishop of Nola and had been taught by the Roman poet Decimus Magnus Ausonius 
(c. 310—c.395), famous for his secular poem, Mosella. Paulinus has been described as the 
foremost Christian Latin poet of the Patristic period'. The text of the second piece comes 
from Officia Propria specific to Switzerland's oldest city, the bishopric of Chur ( Dicecesis 
Curiensis") and the 14th century manuscript Inchcolm Antiphoner which contains a few 
examples of plainchant specific to Celtic rather than Roman usage. — The last piece 
(O dilecte Domino Galle perenni) is a sequence hymn to the founder and patron of 
St Gallen the text of which is no. 25 in volume 2 of Dr Adalbert Daniel Hermann's 
Thesaurus Hymnologicus, 1844. 


Edward W. Watson, Kirkwall, Orkney, 2021 
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